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c M. de Cobentzel is appointed minister of Foreign
Affairs. Thugut retains the direction of the Italian pro-
vinces and the title of Ministre des Conferences. He is
the only statesman in the Empire who has any degree
of nerve or who has a notion of political interests
beyond the convenience and safety of the hour, and I
cannot but rejoice in the hope of his spirit and opinions
still influencing the counsels of Austria since he cannot
direct them more avowedly.

c You will easily believe how confidential all this is.   I
should apprise you that the Emperor and his Ministers
are very jealous of its being known or supposed that he
has had la mainforc$e in the choice of his Ministers, and
especially by the influence of England, that being the
cri de guerre of the peace faction and indeed of nine-
tenths of the population of Austria.   I have, therefore,
entirely refrained from the communication of this mat-
ter, even to the Courts most strictly connected with us,
-such as Bavaria and Wurtemberg; nor do I mention it to
any individual however much attached to our cause he
may be.    The opinion you expressed from the begin-
ning, of the French having no intention to treat, with
us at least, seems to be verified.    The fraud and false-
hood in which their diplomacy is now so conversant
should disgust us of treating otherwise than with fleets
and armies.    They attempted to swindle us out of an
armistice under pretence of suspending hostilities with
Germany, and they have swindled the Emperor out of
three fortresses under pretence that we would not hear of
an armistice.    All this was transacted in England and